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	Important Records Notebook
If you are a victim of abuse it may be helpful to create a document notebook to store important records and paperwork. If you need to flee your home suddenly, or if you anticipate that your relationship may end in divorce, these records will be invaluable. Only if it is safe to do so, start the process of gathering the most recent versions of the following documents. 
1. Personal Identification

· Copies of birth certificates for everyone in the family

· Marriage license

· Other important records

· Passports for self and others

2. Health Care Information

· Copies of health insurance cards

· Contact information for doctors, dentists, and other healthcare professionals

3. Income Documents

· Pay stubs for you and your spouse. 

· IRS Tax returns and all schedules and supporting documents (you can write to the IRS and ask for copies 

4. Monthly Bank Statements

· Bank statements for all checking and savings accounts you own both individual and jointly. 
· Ideally, it’s helpful to keep the last 1-2 years on hand. 

5. Investment Accounts (401k)
· Account statements for all 401k and investment accounts
· Any statements you have prior to marriage showing account balances
6. Records of Credit Card Transactions
· Recent account statements for every credit card you own

· Past 12 months of statements should disputes arise regarding financial obligations

7. Real Estate Property Documents
· Property Tax statements

· Deed of Trust 

· Warranty Deed 
· Documentation of any prior-marriage individually owned real estate assets

8. Debt and Mortgage Statements
· Recent statements which include the payoff balance and amount owed
· Creditor’s statement indicating payoff position (only applicable to the coupon book type of debts and mortgages records) 
· Purchase slips or refinancing documents at the end of closing( if possible) 
9. Household Inventory

· Photo inventory of household possessions

10. Legal Paperwork

· Copies of no contact orders, restraining orders, past convictions or charges

 11. Relevant Faxes, Emails, Text or Phone Messages etc.
Communication between any of the following parties can prove to be of substantial value: 

· Correspondence between you and other professionals (nature of events)

· Correspondence between you and your spouse ( in case s/he makes an admission) 

· Communication between your spouse and a third person (s/he makes an admission or the nature of discussion i.e. between your spouse and his/her paramour) 
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